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English Through Drama, Prof Sellar 

TITLE: ROSE'S PLACE (?)

Scene 1 

-In a restaurant 

Kate : Wow, Daniel, we already have been dating for 100 days. I'm so happy, and even moreso because you've brought me to really nice this restaurant. You are usually a little... cheap, but today you're going all out. Oh, don't take it the wrong way, I'm just teasing you. 

Daniel : Are you happy? Good, I'm happy too. Today is a special day, so I thought I'd bring you to a special place. 

Kate : Eh? You look unhappy, why? You said today is a special day. So could you please smile? For me? Anyway, this restaurant looks so expensive, and the interior is really great. 

Daniel : Do you think that? Right. I tried to find a place that suits your taste. 

Kate : Really? Thank you very much. It's so great, I'm sure the food will be excellent here. 

Daniel: Well, I haven't been able to see you often, you know, because of my apartment problems and all that. How are you these days? 

Kate : Oh, I forgot about that. You said you're looking a new house, right? So how's it going? 

Daniel (surprised): Wow, you remembered. I thought maybe you'd forgotten, since you didn't say anything about it. Hmm. I've checked out several places, but it's hard. I don't have enough money to find a decent place. 

Kate : I know... I see. 

Daniel : But I need to find a new place as soon as possible. 

Kate : Hmmmm... You know, I have an idea. I know a good place for you. It's cheap, too... 

Daniel : Have you seen the inside of that place? Usually, if a place is cheap, the facilities are not good, and it's junky and old... 

Kate : Actually, the house is a friend's place. I met her not long ago, and she said she has a room unoccupied because the last person who lived there occupant moved out last week. So she's looking for a new roommate. I've seen the room. It's cheap, and very close to the subway. 

Daniel : Cheap and good, and still empty? Someone must have snapped it up by now. 

Kate : No, don't worry. I went to the house yesterday, it's still available. No problem. 

Daniel : Why? Why hasn't anyone taken the room? I mean, if the house is so nice! I don't understand, why... 

Kate : Oh, honey, the room is good, and it's cheap, all right? Why do you have so many questions? Hha... Frankly, my friend, the owner of the house, she has some physical prolems. She's disabled. 

Daniel : What? Disabled? You mean... 

Kate : Yeah, but so what? Don't worry. Yes, she is disabled... but just a little. She's not weird or anything. Don't worry, it's OK. What's the big deal? 

Daniel : No, nothing. I just... 

K : It'll be fine. First, we should go to the house, and look at it. But I'm sure you're gonna love it. 

Daniel : Okay... 

Daniel (soliloquy): Kate is always attactive, always cheerful, and bright. She was lucky: she grew up with really nice parents, never went hungry, never had to go without anything, never had a fight with her folks. So she can give her time to poor people, and she enjoys it. People say I'm a lucky guy because I have the beautiful and kind-hearted girlfriend. And... well, of course I think so, too, I'm a really lucky guy. I'm sure I'll never meet a girl like her again, nice, kind, and bright. But... but... to be honest, I am really tory to her, but I think, I don't love her. Oh my... we're different, she and I. How? I don't know, it's hard to say, but somehow, we're just different. She doesn't feel like a woman to me, more just like a cute little sister. If I told her that, what would she say? Would she get angry? Or cry? Or just laugh and say that she understood? I don't know. I really feel bad about that, but... I think that I don't love her. 

SCENE 2: ROSE'S HOUSE

Kate : Here we are. This is the house! What do you think? Isn't it nice? You couldn't find a place like this anywhere on your budget. 

Daniel : Yeah, yeah, it's really good. It's great, actually. 

Rose : How are you Kate? 

Kate : How are you Rose? Honey, this is Rose, the owner of the house. You know, I said before. We meet once a week. She's gorgeous, isn't she? Rose, this is my boyfriend, Daniel. Rose, Daniel, Daniel, Rose.

Daniel : Nice to meet you, Rose. 

Rose : Nice to meet you too, Daniel.

Kate : So, Daniel, you like this place, right? Let's do up the contract here and now. 

Daniel (surprised): Now? Wait a second. I think I should just, you know, think a little more. 

Kate : Why? Don't you like this house? Come on. You are going to contract, I know you will. You're going to live here, Dan, I'm telling you. Say hello to your new roommate, Daniel. 

(Daniel and Rose awkwardly wave to one another and turn their attention back to Kate again.) 

Kate : Everything is gonna be alright. Daniel, you've got yourself a room, and Rose, you have a good roommate. Everything is going to be OK. Trust me

Scene 3 Moving Day

Daniel carries his belongings into the house, box by box, leaving the room to get each consecutive box. As he enters with his third box, he drops his stuff. The box falls on the floor with a bang. 

Rose: Daniel, are you ok? Want some help? 

Daniel: Ah Rose, I'm sorry. I didn't meant to bother you, I'm almost done unloading my stuff. 

Rose: Hey, that's Hamlet, isn't it? Do you study literature? I like Shakespeare too. I don't know much about him, though. I've just read some of his pieces. Did you major in English literature? You have so many books on your shelf. 

Daniel: No I majored in Drama. But I don't really know that  much about Shakespeare. I can lend you some of his plays if you want, though. 

Rose: Thank you. By the way, is there anything I can do for you? I've been alone here in this big old house for so long. Doesn't it sound boring? Of course I used to rent my rooms to the tenants but most of them seemed to be a little afraid of me, you know, because... (sighs) Finally I decided not to rent any more rooms out. You will be the one and only tenant in my house. Kate told me a lot about you. She's so fancy, gorgeous, she's even smart. I think I'm lucky just to know someone like her. We're friends, she told me so. She always makes me feel comfortable, less lonely, you know? Anyway you're lucky to have her as your girlfriend! 

Daniel: Yeah, I think so too. Say, are you hungry? Why don't we eat something? I wanted to wait for Kate, but she told me that she's got to work late. She seems really busy these days. It's been ages since we talked on the phone. So I'll cook something. What do you feel like? 

Rose: Um, anything's fine except meat. I am used to like steak, but not anymore. Actually, now I'm a vegetarian. Do you want to cook together? I can help. I like to cook. 

Daniel: That will be great. What about Mediterranean salad with shrimp? By the way... believe it or not, I'm a vegetarian too! 

Rose: Really? That's great!. Ah you know what? I bought a piece of cheesecake, which we can split for dessert.

Daniel: That sounds great! Honestly I've been thinking about cheesecake all day. I think this is gonna be a great dinner (they smile) 

They made something for dinner and eat together. 

Daniel: I went to a movie yesterday. It was about this girl. She was a hard-working 23-year old, a mom with two little girls, and her husband was, you know, off work a lot. She worked nights as a janitor in a university that she could never afford to attend. Not your average 23-year old, you know. But she was so happy. Even through she lived in a trailer in her mother's backyard, she loved her life. And then, one day, she went for a medical check-up, and her whole world changed. Her doctor told her that she ahd cancer and said that she had only a few months to live, but... 

Rose: But she didn't tell anyone, just said she had 'anemia'. And she made a list of that she titled, 'Things to do before I die', things that she always wanted to accomplish but never had the time. Right? 

Daniel: (little bit surprised) How did you know that? Did you what that movie? The movie opened in just a couple of cinemas, so I had to go across town to see it in that little repertory theater. That's far from here... anyway have you seen that movie? 

Rose: No, no. I've read the book, though, I think. "Pretending A Bed is a Raft", by Nanci Kincaid, right? There must be a scene where the mom pretends that her kids' bed is a raft? Kind of like a story at bedtime? It's so touching. 

Daniel: Yes.. I almost cried during that scene. And that's the title of the novel! I think that you would love the movie. I'd like to read the novel, and then maybe we can see the film together, if you like, Rosie. 

Rose: (she hesitates.. and want to say something, but she is stuck for words. She just smiles.) 

Daniel: (he feels something awkwardly.) ...and... you know, Kate doesn't like that kind of movie, you know, something emotional, and dramatic... she is crazy for slasher flicks... Oh, God, I'm sorry! I called you Rosy. That's why you're acting so embarrassed. I don't know why... it just felt... I just felt comfortable, that's all.

Rose: No, I don't mind. I mean I like it. Please call me Rosie. And I really like to see the movie if it's possible. 

Daniel: I'll book some tickets for us. It should be playing till the end of the week. 

At this moment, Kate enters. 

Kate: Surprise! 

Daniel (suddenly awkward): What a surprise! Kate, what are you doing here? You told me you were so busy today. 

Kate (a little sarcastically): Well, it's nice to see you too! I thought you might be glad to see me... or am I interrupting you two? (she smiles, as the thought is unimaginable to her) Actually, I was so busy today, but I just really wanted to stop by and see how moving went. You know I have no time at all, but you know.. I love you so much. (She wants to kiss Daniel, but it's awkward with Rose in the room, so she speaks, awkwardly.) Anyway, here we go, it's for you. 

Daniel: What is it?  (He looks in the bag.) Wow, sushi! My favorite. But you know, we just finished our dinner, it was really good. You can try some if you want to. Rosie is a wonderful cook. 

Kate: Rosie...? ( she feels something strange) Oh, well, uh, gee... I didn't know that. But you can have the sushi later. The japanese chef is also wonderful. (Her smile seems forced.) 

Rose: Hello kate, how are you...? 

Kate: (She realizes that she hasn't spoken to Rose yet.) Gosh! Rosie, I'm sorry. I just worked all day, I've been so busy. Sorry, how are you? Are you doing well? I just forgot to call you before I came. 

Rose: That's OK. We were just hanging out. Anyway have you eaten yet? We made some unusual dishes... (She smiles shyly.) There's some nice Mediterranean salad that we made. (Rose and Daniel share a smile, their gaze meeting for a moment.) 

Daniel: It's quite good, actually, if I say so myself. Anyway did you know that Rosie is vegetarian, like me? 

And she can neither eat raw oyster and honey. Like me! What a surprise! I feel like we're twins! (He laughs.) 

Kate: Twins? (She tries not to show her feelings.) You guys so unusual.. Anyway, did you call me Daniel? I'm so sorry I didn't pick it up. Did I worry you? So sorry honey. (She tries kiss him again.) 

Daniel: (He still feels a little embarrassed in front of Rose.) Um.. yeah, I called, but I just thought you were too busy to answer. You recently so terribly busy for your work. I'm getting worried about you. You look so tired. Is there anything I can do to help you? (They face each other and almost hug.) 

Rose's soliloquy 

Rose: I didn't even know she was such a wonderful woman like that. I think she really does deserve Daniel as her boyfriend. They look so happy together. If I were more like Kate, I could have a man like Daniel. At least wish could be just normal. Then Dan wouldn't think of me as handicapped. Oh, what kind of person am I? Dan? I mean, Daniel.

Daniel: Rosie, Rosie, we're going to have a Christmas party and we want you to join us... Please! 

Scene 4 Rose's home 

Kate: Now, the place is pretty much cleaned up, so... let's decorate the christmas tree. 

(Rose brings a box full of Christmas decorations, and drops it by mistake.) 

Kate: Oh! Rose! What a pity! Why did you try to bring this box in your condition. It's my job. You just relax for a moment until I'm finished. 

Rose: Kate! I can help you! I want to help you to decorate the tree. 

Kate: Rose! It's for your own good! Um... Ok! If you really want, do as you please. 

Rose: Thank you. (She continue to make mistakes when she tries to hang ornaments on the tree.) 

Kate: Phew... Rose give me that. I'll do it. Maybe we should hurry up... he'll be here soon. (Keeps on working on the tree and changes the position of ornament) 

Kate: (Soliloquy.) Why am I being so silly? Oh! I... I am jealous of her. But why? I am social worker who's supposed to help her. I shouldn't act like this to her. By the way, does Daniel really like her? No way! It's crazy, this jealousy, isn't it? It's just crazy. Anyway, there's no way he'll consider her instead of me, not after tonight! (The two women are keep decorating, and after a while, Daniel enters.) 

Daniel: Kate! Rose!, It's me, Daniel. 

Kate: Sweetie! Wait a minute. (She is running toward him at this moment, Rose is also moving to him) 

Daniel: Kate! How have you been? 

Kate: So good! Thank you! How about you? 

Daniel: Very good! How about you, Rose? 

Rose: Great! I am really happy to see you for Christmas. 

Kate: (She ignores Rose, and moves into the middle of room, holding Dan close.) May I take your coat? 

Daniel: Ok! Thanks, Kate! 

Kate: Ah, Daniel! Close your eyes! Don't open your eyes! Ok? It's a special gift for you! (She guides him to the Xmas tree.) Okay, open your eyes. 

Daniel: Wow! great! It's gorgeous! The prettiest tree I've ever seen! You did such a good job. 

Kate: I did almost all of it. I did it for you~! 

Daniel: Ah... Thank you! Ah! These are little presents for you! 

Kate: Wow! I'm so excited. 

Rose: Me, too!

Daniel: This is for Kate, this is for Rose. 

Kate: Thank you! 

Rose: Thank you! Thank you very much! 

Kate: Daniel, this is for you. (She smiles with anticipation.) 

Rose: I have something for you, too. (She gives a present to Daniel.) 

Daniel: Thank you! 

Rose: (First, Rose open her presents, which are books and high-heeled shoes.) Wow! this book... did you remember the book? I.. I don't know how can I appreciate it.. Daniel, thank you so much. It is so meaningful. I'll keep it forever.. (pause) 

Daniel: Try on the shoes! I didn't know your size exactly so I had to guess.. do you like them...? 

Rose: (She doesn't say anything, but her eyes are full of tears) It's so lovely. They're too good for me, so I'm afraid.. to keep them... 

Daniel: That's stupid! You are more beautiful than the shoes. Come on, try them on. I'll help you up with the shoes. 

Rose: (She put on her shoes, and walk around, but falls down.) 

Kate (sourly): Ha! Daniel! Your gift is so beautiful, but also a little dangerous, don't you think? Are you ok, Rose? 

Rose: That's all right! I'm ok. Wow, what nice gifts. 

Daniel: They suit you well. (Daniel and Rose are smile to each other, Kate a little sarcastically and thinking Dan shares the sarcasm, but Daniel isn't sarcastic at all.) 

Kate: Daniel! Please, open my gift next. 

Daniel: Ok! I forgot about it! Sorry. Oh, wow, couple rings! Thank ... you! (A little, nervous smile.) 

Kate: So. We have had no such rings since we started going out. Wearing rings like this and looking at... Rose! What do you think about these? They suit us well, don't they? Don't you think so? Daniel! 

Daniel: Yes. (a little smile, and open a gift Rose gave)  This is... a sweater. Thank you. Rose. 

Kate: (Shyly) I have stayed up late many nights to make a sweater for you, but I don't know if it'll fit you. 

Daniel: (Putting on the sweater) it fit me well. How did you know my size? Really thank you! 

Rose: (Shyly again.) It's my pleasure!  

Kate: Wow! The sweater really is nice! Too bad Daniel isn't really interested in clothes.

Daniel: These days, I'm getting more and more interested in clothing, actually! (Suddenly, At this moment, power failures is broken out and stage is dark) Hey, what happened? Power failure? Man, what a pain! Yesterday there was power failure too, wasn't there? Rose? 

Rose: Yeah! I remember! Daniel wandered around with looking for candles, and banged his knee. Ha ha! After that, the lights came on again. Are you okay now? 

Daniel: Haha! Yeah, I'm feeling better now. Yesterday was terrible. But hopefully the lights will come on again soon, or else I'll have to... (Suddenly, surprisingly, the room is lighted.) Whew! Good! Thanks you, God!

Kate: Thank goodness! (As powerless voice and she is jealous her) 

Rose: Daniel, are you hungry? What would you like to eat? 

Daniel : Good idea. Anything is OK! 

Kate: Wait a minute. By the way, it's a bit stuffy in here, isn't it? I thought that maybe we could go out to dinner. We can also look around street covered brighten and colorful decorations. 

Daniel: That's a also good idea! Rose, how about you? 

Rose: Sure! Whatever you like, I'll be happy to go there. 

Scene 4 On The Street 

Kate: Go ahead to the park. I'll catch up with you. 

Daniel: Do you need something? 

Kate: No. I need to go to the bathroom. I'll catch up to you, don't worry. 

Daniel: OK. Then see you there in a minute. Let's go Rose! 

(Rose and Daniel go out. They look happy even though Kate is left in the apartment.) 

Daniel: It's freezing out here. Are you okay in that sweater? (cautiously putting his hand on her shoulder) 

Rose: No. No. You don't have to, it's okay. I'm fine. (Looks a little bit uncomfortable at first, but gets calm soon.) 

(As soon as they go out, Kate picks up the phone and calls the police.) 

Police: police station. How can I help you? 

Kate: I have one suspicious guy. He is always with this disabled woman. They don't look normal. I once saw him touching her shoulder and she looked scared. She seemed to have been threatened. You really have to do something before he attacks her. They are going down to the park right now. His name is Daniel Whitman. 

Police: Okay, got it. I'm not far, so I'll be there shortly. Thank you, ma'am.

(The police runs toward Daniel and cuffs him.) 

Police: Daniel Whitman. You are under arrest for molesting a disabled person. You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law. You have the right to speak to an attorney, and to have an attorney present during any questioning. If you can not afford a lawyer, one will be provided for you at government expense. Do you understand what I am saying to you, sir?

Daniel: What are you talking about?! 

Police: Talk to me at the police station. 

Rose: What is going on? He isn't guilty of anything. There must be a misunderstanding. 

Daniel: (Urgently) Don't worry about me. I'll be fine. Tell Kate that I have been arrested for something I haven't done, and she will come and get me out. Don't worry Rose! They've got the wrong man. Go straight to Kate right now! 

Rose: Ok. I will. I will. (almost crying) 

(Kate appears) 

Kate: What's wrong? Where's Daniel? 

Rose: The police came and took him. He said you would come get him out of jail. Let's go to the station right now. Let's go! 

Kate: Did the policeman say what he'd been arrested for? 

Rose: (hard to answer, it takes some time like ten seconds) For molesting a disabled person. 

Kate: What? Oh, Rose. He's been arrested because of you! (angrily) How are you going to help him now? Is this how you pay me back for helping you for five years? You should have said something to the police. Really, you are disabled. You do nothing but ruin other person's lives. I like you, butI'm a little sick of you right now, Rose. 

(Kate hurries to the police station) 

Rose: Wait for me! I'm going with you, Kate! 

Scene 5: Police station 

Police (filling out paperwork): Name, Daniel Whitman. How old are you? 

Daniel: Twenty-nine. Look, there must be some misunderstanding, officer. Listen to me. 

Police: Job? 

Daniel: I'm innocent! It's not what you think! 

Police: That's what they all say. What is your job? 

Daniel: I do ..( Kate rushes in) 

Kate: What's the problem, officer? I'm his girlfriend. 

Police: We had a report that he was abusing a disabled person. He was arrested on the spot. (In an accusatory tone.) We saw him touching her shoulder and he keeps denying he isn't in any relationship with her. 

(Rose comes in, exhaustedly.) 

Police: Here she comes. 

Kate: (Ignores Rose and says to the officer.) This is a mistake. He's not in any relationship with a retarded woman. Who an earth would be sexually attracted to a woman like this?? There must be a misunderstanding, officer. 

Police: (To Rose, loudly and slowly as if she were deaf.) Did this man do something to you? Did he hurt you? 

Rose: No. He has been really nice to me. We are just roommates. He is not the man you are looking for. (begging) 

Police: (astonished) But wasn't he touching your shoulder? You looked pretty scared. 

Rose: He was just warming me up by holding my shoulder. And I wasn't scared. I was happy... (slumps her shoulders) 

(Kate's face is like she's been betrayed.) 

Police: (to Kate) Didn't you say you are his girlfriend? 

Kate: (changing her face) Right. This girl must be under some kind of illusion that he is in love with her or something. 

Police: Wait a minute! You said you are not in any relationship with the woman but this woman seems to be in love with you. What have you done to this poor woman?? 

Daniel: Well.. at first I just felt sorry for her when I first saw her at her apartment. While I was moving in, we talked a lot and found out that we had so many common interests. She is disabled, physically, but she's also very smart. And... as time went by, I came to think of her just like any other woman. I think I like her. (Sound like he's just figured it out himself.) 

Kate: Daniel. What the hell are you talking about? You're going to break her heart. She thinks you are sincere. 

Daniel: I do like her. (pause) I like her. I really like her. 

Kate: (sneers) Nonsense! 

Police: (Soliloquy.) Maybe it makes sense. She is a woman... she has a heart. Why wouldn't she fall in love with a man, just like any other woman? And why is his girlfriend so confident? What makes so sure that he can't be in love with this woman? I'm supposed to catch men who hurt women, who don't see them as people. But maybe, this man and this woman, maybe they are seeing each other as true human beings without any judgement or prejudice. 

Daniel: Kate. I'm sorry, but I'm serious. You are perfect and way more than adorable, but I'm sorry. You're beautiful, and everyone can see it, inside and out. Rose can't compete with that, everybody would say that just looking at her. But this isn't a competition. Even if she was ugly, which she isn't, I realized that there is something in my heart right now that can change ugliness into beauty. Now, I see the truth. My heart beats for her, not for you. 

Kate: (a long pause and Soliloquy.) Yes, I might be wrong. Rose is a woman like me. Maybe he could love her. But, how can Daniel do this to me?! (pause) Maybe Daniel has found something attractive in Rose, that I don't have. I should just face the truth and wish them happiness... But it hurts. My heart... hurts. (End soliloquy. To Cop:) Officer, I was the one who called you to take him. There's no need to do this anymore. I couldn't admit the truth and they are both victims of my anger. Let them go, officer. Please just let them go. 

(Kate turns and goes out slowly, as Daniel, Rose, and the police officer watch, standing still as if in soliloquy. Lights out.) 

