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Dmitri D. Lazo, is an exchange professor from the History Department at Alverno College, in Winsconsin, USA. where he has met many CUK students who attended Alverno as exchange students. He still keeps touch with the former Korean exchange students, and had a dinner with them here in Bucheon. Sometimes they have a potluck and a talk at his house. In the spring semester of 2009, Professor Lazo served as a Professor in the Department of International Studies at CUK. He was good enough to grant mer an interview and answer several questions. 

· When did you come to Korea?

My wife and I came on Feb, 16th, 2009, three months ago. And we’ll going home June 28th. So we’ll only be here this semester. 

· I heard that you are in charge of exchange students at your university in the USA. 

I am, at my university!  I’m the director of the international and intercultural center at Alverno College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the USA. My colleagues and I, we arrange for Alverno students to oversea and we help international students come to Alverno. We get many students from Catholic University of Korea to come to Alverno. 

· Your text books for American history are Narrative of the Life of Frederic Douglass and Herland and Other Stories. Can you explain why you chose these books?

Sure... the course is on classic texts in American Studies and the purpose of this course is to introduce students to different texts that are important and significant in American history and culture. One is The Narrative of Frederic Douglass which was written in 1845, so it is very old. Frederic Douglass was an American slave and he escaped from slavery, from the south to the north of the United States, and tells the story of his life as a slave. It is a classic text. It’s still read by the students and people in America. It tells a very sad story about slavery and this part of America but it was part of America. You can’t pretend that it didn’t happen. You know, every country has things in history they wish didn’t happen. 

The other book we chose to read was a book about a women, and it’s a novel written in 1915, about a feminism and gender and society. Half of the class read the book on slavery and the other half of the class read the book on women and gender. My purpose is having students to read those two. I thought that if they read the book on slavery and we had opportunity to talk about issues of African-Americans in American society. It will help them to understand Barack Obama and why his election was so important in my country. And we understood and discussed women in gender in American society. Then they might understand about Hillary Clinton and Obama in a more sophisticated way. 

· ‑​

· What is the difference between Americsan students and Korean students?

One thing is different, high heels. Korean girls wear incredible high heels all the time. You don’t see that in America. They wear flat shoes, running shoes. The only time they wear high heels is when they dress up for a special day; they don't wear  them everyday. I can tell you some things that are same. For example, when you first come in to the class, on the first day of the class, it doesn’t matter if you are American or Korean. All the students are sitting in the back. They don’t want to sit in the front. This is universal student behavior. I tried to get students to ask questions, not only me but especially my students who are making presentation in class and want to the other students of class ask them a question about presentation, because all of students, everywhere in the world, they lived by special rule and the rule is this “I won’t make you look bad in front of instructor, you don’t make me look bad in front of the instructor, and we’ll all get out of this okay!” Students don’t want to ask questions to each other. I like to get students talking but, maybe it’s just because they feel uncomfortable talk in English and that might make more difficult. I know this, because when they get out of class students are talking all the time. 

· Do you have your own internet home page?

I don’t have home page. Actually I’m little old fashioned. All of your generation and your younger professors and you can use computers, but I don’t do that so much. I use computers but… I’m a pencil and paper guy. 

· ‑​

· What do you say to encourage your students?

What I tell my students it when they are preparing for paper or something like that they have to write. I tell them knowing the facts is good, memorizing information, that’s good, understanding the theory that is better. Creating your own interpretation based on the facts in your understanding on the theory, that’s the best. I encourage them to develop their own ideas. Create their own understanding based on knowledge and facts and their understanding of theory. That’s what I encourage my students to do. 

