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Marrying for Money

Have you ever read William Somerset Maugham's story, “The Marriage of Convenience”? It is the story of a man who was an old bachelor, and who was offered the post of Governor in a certain colony. But in order to receive this post, he had to be married. So he found a beautiful woman, who was younger than him. She was alone too. She didn’t love him at all. However, they got married for personal gain. Somehow, their marriage of convenience was really, truly happy. 

The last paragraph from this book I like most of all: 

The fact is that in a marriage of convenience you expect less and so you are less likely to be disappointed. Passion is all very well, but it is not a proper foundation for marriage. For two people to be happy in a marriage they must be able to respect one another, and their interests must be alike; then if they are decent people and are willing to give and take, to live and let live, there is no reason why their union should not be as happy as ours. 

But as the wife in the story says, her husband is a very remarkable man. 

What do you think of these words? Do you agree with them? Perhaps you are thinking, “Oh, no!!! How can it be? How can you marry, live, have children with a person you do not love at all?”. I can say that, of course, if you do not like the person at all, if you hate the other person, it will be very difficult to live with him or her for your whole life. But if you marry by convenience, you should know, that your marriage is not by love, but instead by something else that can be also important for you: money, job, a place to live, and so on. 

Imagine a day when you fell in love with someone who is a really good person. If it's a  man, he is handsome, strong, kind, and interesting. If it is a woman, she is beautiful, considerate, sweet, and wonderful. Now imagine if, despite loving one another, your had money problems, and your spouse didn't want to do anything to fix the situation. What if your spouse was happy too live poor, as long as it was with you. And what if it wasn't enough for you? Imagine the marriage: You live in a very small flat; you should think everyday how you can save a little money, you never can buy new clothes. But you have your love. 


Well, can you eat love when you are hungry? Or put it on like clothes? Maybe this is not a problem for you: for a young couple. But what if you want to have children? Yes, you can bear a child, give birth. Making a child is easy. But how can you bring up that child without money? With only the help of your great love? 

What will happen? Your love will depart you, leaving nothing but disappointment. It is a sad story. But it happens very often. It can happen to you if you are young and naïve...

But imagine another situation. You meet a very rich, respectable person. Maybe she or he is much older or younger than you, and not so very attractive. He or she can bring to you everything you want: money, expensive clothes and things, jewelries, big house, a sports car... but not love. As for me I cannot imagine living with this man for all my life, let alone having children with him. 

So what should we do? What is the best way?

 One thing I know is that when you are going to get married, you should think carefully. You should not be ruled by passion. It will be better for you not only think about yourself, but about your future children, and their future lives. 

The most important thing in the marriage is respect. There are a lot of stories, when people don't love each other at first. But they respect one other. And only after they get married do they discover that they really do truly like and love each other. This is when a grand and pure love can appear in their union and family.

There is an interview of a young Russian exchange student (Darya, 19). We talked about love and marriage of convenience.

-Do you believe in love at first sight?

-No. I don't believe in love at first sight because I am sure that the thing people call the love at first sight is just a kind of situation when a girl meets a boy. She likes him, his appearance. Then she has some chart with him. She likes his soul, character, the way he talks. I think that it is the love at first sight. But I think that these stories happen not so often. I can not call it REAL LOVE. How can you fall in love with person you don't know at all? He may look great but be really stupid. 

-Do you want your prospective husband to be a rich person?

-Yes, I want it. But it is not so important. He can be not so rich, but have something in his character that can make him open a business. He can be not rich in the beginning, but he must have something in his head.

-Does it mean that if he is really your person and you love him, but he hasn't enough money to live in a good house, to eat the best food, to buy the best clothes, etc you can  live with him without any money?

-Yes, I can live with him. But in this situation I am going to wait a little bit. I am going just to live with him, not marry him. Because he should try to do something about his live. But, you know love is blind. So it is very difficult to answer this question. But every man, who is going to marry, should have his own flat, good job.

-What is your opinion about girls who think that they could not marry a man without any money, they don't want to marry by love but they only believe in a marriage of convenience?

-When you told me about such kind of girls I imagined the girls like top-models with blond hair, big blue eyes, and cherry lips. Maybe it is OK for them to live with a man without love. But I can not imagine how can I live with a man without love, have children with him.

-Do you believe that they can have a happy long life marriage?

-Some people say that a marriage of convenience is long lasting marriage. It lasts more than love marriage. Maybe they are right. Because when the love disappears you can fall in love with other person and forget your family. But when you are in the marriage of convenience you don't love each other from the beginning so you used this situation. Maybe that is why it is more comfortable. There is no love, but they can respect each other. 

-Do you believe that when people live in marriage of convenience and if there is not love in the beginning it can appears with the respect later?

-I think that something appears, but it is not a real love. The love is something hot, when you loose your head, it drives you crazy. And the thing that appears is when the person becomes not your lover, but your soul-mate, more than a friend, more than a relative. Somebody, who is really close to you. 

So as you can see, the marriage of convenience is a very interesting, but quite difficult problem to discuss. Everybody has his or her own life, and you can choose your own way. But you should remember that decision to get marry is one of the most important decisions in a person’s life. So be sure that you marry not only for money, not only for love (or passion), but for your happy future and for happy and not poor life of you children.    

