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ROTC: Separating Truth from Myths (1344 words)

Today, I woke up at 6:00 a.m. to go early morning exercise in ROTC. Jong-gyun had to wake up earlier because his home is farther away from university than my home. I took a subway at 6:50 a.m. and stood in front of the door until arriving at Yeok-gok station because of the rule that if there are lots of people or a few seats in the subway or bus member of ROTC should not sit down. Anyway, arriving at the ROTC building, all members of the organization started exercise from 8:00 to 8:40 a.m. running 15 laps around the playground and doing pushups depending on their personal ability. After our exercise, everyone took a shower in the shower room located in the ROTC building, and then went to class on time.  

This routine is followed three times a week and once a month the ROTC cleans up the campus. In addition, the members take part in ceremony like a mass for entrance of the university to help administration of the University. This is not too difficult, but is does take time and energy. However, being a member of ROTC is each member’s lifestyle choice. So our members do all of these things with pride and self-confidence. By the way, sometimes some students misunderstand, ignore, or make fun of the ROTC. I don’t want to criticize or attack them in this article. I just want to let them see and know about the real life of the ROTC members in our University, about the young men who try or eager to balance their lives as students in Korea and their lives as members of the ROTC. 

The members are doing ROTC so that they can become a platoon leader who leads and controls about 30 soldiers in the army when they finally do their military service. Unlike normal conscripts, they will have to serve in the army for 28 months. After 28 months some will continue to serve in the military while others leave the army to pursue  other life goals. Actually, not all members of the ROTC choose to join the organization as a way of beginning their career path as soldier. Some choose to join the ROTC for practical or realistic reasons, such as  advantages the experience will give them when they join a company. In fact, these days, experience as a leader in the army (ROTC) is not such a big advantage compared with the past. However, some companies still consider their experience in the army as a leader (ROTC) as an advantage. 

Anyway, the members of ROTC are living their daily lives earnestly and with a lot of passion. They are training or performing ceremonies in as part of the ROTC program, and lending assistance or helping the University or other social welfare organizations even if it means spending almost their half of the summer vacations doing military training. (And in the winter, they also must give up two weeks for military training). It is hard to do many things with such limited free time. Even the members of ROTC feel pressure from within and from others. Within the ROTC, there are always voices that talk to us, advising us always to be patient, patient, generous, and nice to other people. Outside of the ROTC, people always expect us to behave like future military officers or leaders. We know all of these things, but sometimes these expectations are burdensome to us. 

However, ROTC members dealing with all their work and expectations as successfully as they can, and they behave as if they don’t have any problem or worries, because they want to give a good impression to other students and especially to their parents. 

Here are some interviews that were performed by e-mail and also conducted face to face. One person we talked to was a female student (Bo-hyoung Jo) who has a ROTC boy friend. The other is done by a male student (Dae-young Choi) who finished his compulsory military service a few years ago. These two students shared their opinions, particularly valuable as ROTC members can also learn from hearing what a woman thinks about the ROTC, and what a soldier who has completed his military service thinks about the ROTC. 

From Bo-hyoung Jo (majoring in Mathematics, 06, with e-mail interview.)

What is the good point of having a ROTC boyfriend?

My boyfriend became manlier after joining the ROTC, and also became more considerate. It's a great way to meet many students (members of ROTC) through him and it is also good for me to have a boyfriend who doesn’t give me worries about having to split up with him while he is in the miltary. Furthermore, sometimes I have felt happy to get a chance to print my assignments for free using of the printer in the ROTC building. (I'm not supposed to do it, but when I was in a tight situation, my boyfriend helped me out. It's not a habit. If it were, he  could get in trouble.) Finally, it has been fun to have the chance to enjoy some delicious food and watch interesting shows at the ROTC festival.

Then, what are the bad points of having a boyfriend in the ROTC?

 - I envy female students who can hold their boyfriends' hands. Sometimes, Byoung-moon shows his anger in front of me and inflicts some of his stress from the ROTC onto me. Furthermore, I’m so sad when I can’t meet him during the summer vacation, because he's away for training. 

Did you or your boyfriend change a lot after he joined the ROTC?

- According to him, he has developed some leadership skills and he is stronger than before. As for me, I have become more considerate, like him. I can understand him, his stress, and situation he is facing more than I could before. 

From Dae-young Choi(majoring in English and English Culture, 03, with face to face interview) and his friends (same major).

What is your point of view about ROTC and how is your feeling when you see the members of ROTC?

I don’t have any special feelings about them, except I feel bad because they have 28 months to serve the army even though they’re doing ROTC with training in university and they are trained during the vacation. In addition to that, it's a pity that they have to live their lives in a very restricted way.

If you have a chance to choose again between being an officer or a soldier during your military service, which one will be your choice and why? 

I won’t choose an officer (ROTC). I would choose to be a common soldier again, because I already experienced life in the army and saw the real life of an officer. It is tough to spend time leading and controlling a group of people. That is more difficult work than just following your officer. But, anyway I really don’t want to even imagine having to serve in the army again!

So, you wouldn't recommend joining the ROTC to your juniors?

No, I wouldn't. The life of an officer in the army is tough. The officers should balance between soldiers under their control and their senior officers. It is hard. 

Do you have anything to wish to ROTC?

- I hope that ROTC will do some more activities to promote Catholic University. We heard that last year the ROTC in our university ranked the highest in a commissioned test. It is good news. But we hope that the other activities like voluntary work are done by ROTC in a way that will help promote our university.  

Spending our school lives in the ROTC is difficult, just like for other students. We have dreams and goals in our lives. It means we have to study a lot like the other students, and prepare for our careers, not just to add a line to our resume. So, please don’t avoid us or make fun of your ROTC friends when they speak formally to their officers or seniors. Please, respect our choice. Of course, when we make mistakes and or behave in a way that doesn’t match our position as a reserved officer, criticism is valid and you should offer it. But be reasonable and fair to us! 

Anyway, we need not only your criticism but also your support and encouragement. We are always ready to help students of the Catholic University. We're not members of a different species... we, too, are your friends.

