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                             “Behind the school walls”.

       School. What do you imagine when you hear this word? Somebody might mention his or her favorite subject, like mathematics or literature, or perhaps talk about weird teachers with weird habits. Some people will begin humming their national hymn from their school days, or think of his or her first date, or imagine his or her friends from those days. Yes, school is a place of good memories for many of us. But sometimes we forget that school has its own secrets. And some of these secrets are not so funny.


Schools are sometimes like kingdoms with kings (rich and handsome guys) and queens (beautiful girls, usually dating with school kings), knights (athletes) and fair ladies (the queens’ girlfriends), middle class people (common students), clowns (whatever happens they are always laughing at something or at someone. They entertain kings and queens). And at the very bottom of school kingdom you can find them. Exiles, which are invisible for the rest people. Who are they? School losers.


In Russia we have one proverb, which says if you want to understand something, compare it with something you know. So I decided to compare Russian and Korean schools. I don't plan to speak about good or bad points of education in different countries. No, I want to turn your attention to the kids who are not popular among other students. Today we’ll speak about school losers. 


Imagine yourself coming into a usual classroom. It’s break time. The students are talking and laughing. Somebody is doing his homework. You are looking around. Do you see her? She is sitting along in the most distant corner of the class. She is not beautiful-looking girl. But her grades are the best in the class. Oh my God, why does she always wear this awful sweater and these huge ugly glasses? Friends, meet our Nadya! She is a Russian girl of 17 years old.


And now here is another school, but the same situation. Do you see him? He is tall, good looking guy. But he never does his homework. He prefers to have a fight with somebody than to go to his classes. This is Kim Choung Hyun. He is 19 and he lives in Korea.


They seem to be completely different. But you know what? They have one thing in common: they are losers in their classes. How is this possible? Well, first of all, there is no need to say, Russia and Korea are different countries, and that’s why we have different kinds of people and society, different ways of thinking and, at last, different values. While I was preparing this article I asked two friends to help me. They are normal students. One of them is Russian and other one is Korean. I asked them several questions about school losers. It will help us to understand where we have differences else or maybe we will find similarities somewhere.

1. Who usually becomes a school loser in your country?

Russian student (R.S.): Everything depends on your first school years. If you have good appearance, you can communicate with others well or at least you have something to offer others you are unlikely to become a school loser. But if you don’t have anything that can attract others to you, then you have a good chance of getting a nickname and becoming an exile in your class and school.

Korean student (K.S.): All Korean student have to study hard and have to get excellent marks. So if you don’t do this, definitely you are a loser. Another reason can be money. All over the world people are going crazy about money. Korean schools are no exception. If you have money, people like you. If you have no money, you don’t have fashionable clothes and you can’t hang out with your classmates, so   you have no friends.     

2. What does it mean to be a school loser?

K.S.: Nobody wants to speak with you, even teachers. They ignore you. Or when they don’t ignore you, they always mock you. 

R.S.: It means almost nobody will speak with you, except that cases when they want to use you in their own purposes. They will take fun of you. And, believe me, they will make you regret that you came to this school.

3. Why does this sort of thing happen in schools?

R.S.: Every society has its own class system. The society that forms within a school has a class system too. Somebody is on the top, somebody is not. There are popular boys and girls and there are people who are strange, different from others or who have some problems with their appearance. They are clowns for the rest. 

K.S.: Korean society influences this situation a lot. From our childhood we are told, that we have to be a good and obedient sons and daughters, we have to study hard and get the best marks, then we have to get to good university and find a good job to get a good wages. This is an ideal model of successful life for Koreans. And if you do something different from that you are considered to be a loser. If you different from other students in your school, you will have problems.

4. How can school losers change the situation and become more popular or successful?

R.S.: First of all change their attitude toward themselves, change their way living and going to school. It will be useful to learn how to protect themselves. I mean they need to learn not to allow people to mock them. On of the most important things in this case is confidence. Or if they can’t overcome this problem in their first school, they should change schools and start over again. 

K.S.: Losers can improve their situations by starting to study hard and get better marks! And, of course, if they want people to notice them, they need to try to attract their attention and approval. They need to try to be interesting to others. How can they do this? It is up to each person to decide. 



There are a lot of movies about school losers. And there are only two ways of developing such kind of situation.

1. A boy (or a girl) who isn’t popular at school decides to change his life. He uses different ways and he does his best in it. And in the end of the film he becomes popular and successful. Everyone is happy.

2. A girl (or a boy) is not popular. She’s a loser. Everyone takes fun at her. She can’t protect herself. She hates her school, she hates her classmates, and she hates herself even. She doesn’t see any way out from this. So she decides to kill herself. 



These are not just fantasises from movies. I will give examples from real life.



One boy was a loser at his school, but he was intelligent. So after finishing school he was accepted to the most famous university of the country. Than he started his own business. It was more than 20 years ago now he is a director of successful company. And he is a millionaire. He could change his life, because he has a strong character.



There were a lot of shocking cases in Russia, in which young boys and girls killed themselves. One of the first reasons for this was school problems. After next in turn case of suicide, boy’s mother found a note, written by his hand “I hate school.” She went to school and found out, that students mocked her son and even beat him. He was a loser. And his personality was not capable of dealing with this kind of trial. It is even difficult for adults to overcome such problems, but he was just a little boy!



Sometimes we think if something is different it is abnormal and strange. But different from what and for whom? Who sets up these standards of normality? Why should we submit to these stupid rules? And at last, what is more important: to be “normal” like everyone, or to be yourself and to be alive? Each of us has to remember that we are just humans and no one from us has a right to judge others. 

