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Birthdays come every year. Even Valentine´s Day comes every year. However, there is a special day that doesn’t come every year and never repeats again. That is your ‘coming-of-age Day.’ 

On May 23th of this year, I finally became an adult through this Korean initiation ceremony. Yeah, maybe some people think that this type of experience of coming-of-age Day is terribly boring and also doesn’t fit with today’s trends. Most of becoming adults knows that it is common to get three presents on coming-of-age Day: flower, perfume and… kiss. But as I experienced, the best gift on initiation ceremony is the ceremony itself. 
The ceremony was held at ‘Gwacheon yaewon’, local institution near my house, where people can learn about traditional Korean etiquette. The girls about my age had already gathered and were busy putting on their making up, plaiting their hair and dressing up in their Hanbok. The boys, who were less busy than girls, were chatting with each other. After rehearsing the ceremony for one hour, we finished all of our preparations. 
The initiation ceremony changed us. The people who became adults wore three kinds of adult Korean dress (Traditionally, Korean dress is different from children wear). The first stage is called ‘Chogarye’. Our representative wore casual Korean dress through the complex process. Then, the girl had their hair combed by an officiant and stuck a hairpin in their hair. The boys also were put on a topknot wig (because of their short hair, they can’t be tied up a topknot). Two new adults including us received congratulatory message. “From now on, you should grow out of childlike thinking and seek the morality as an adult and live to a ripe old age” The second process, ‘Jyegarye’, performed. In that stage, the girl and boy wore adult Korean street costumes. It means as we wore adult’s street costume, we should watch our behavior and enhance morality. The third stage, ‘Samgarye’, process of changing into ceremonial robes followed. It was reminder that we should attain all of beautiful morality in the world as we dressed all of adult’s clothes.
After we finished this ceremony, we learned how to drink alcohol according to Korean etiquette and how to maintain self-control. Then we were given new names. Traditionally in Korea, an adult’s name should not be used lightly. Therefore we were given another name which can be called freely. I got new beautiful name ‘Ji-woo’.
During the ceremony, I thought about what it means to become an adult. It means my new life has started and I have to fulfill my duties and responsibilities. Traditional Korean initiation ceremony did not give the special thrill compared bungee jumping or skydiving. However, in that solemn and quiet atmosphere, I thought in earnest about what it means to change from a child to a real adult and decided positively and confidently to live my life.
