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To be Benjamin Franklin

What do you think are in the following blanks?

For out allotted         is the passing of a shadow, and there is no return from our death, because it is sealed up and no one turns back. - Bible

We must use         as a tool, not as a crutch. - John F. Kenned 

        cools,         clarifies; no mood can be maintained quite unaltered through the course of hours. - Mark Twain  

         is money. - Edward George Lytton Bulwer

Did you guess the word, time? You’ve definitely heard about how important time is. These days, people are living in busy and complex world, so you need to think of time as an important tool in your life. You need to manage your time effectively, because as people said time waits for no man. Don’t say that you’ve always been late or that you’ve messed up everything already. There is always a solution! It’s probably hard to find it. However, we are going to find it right now. Are you ready for this?

     Woojin Yang (25years old, man, university student)

     “I had a serious trouble with time management and I actually still have some. I am a great sleeper, so attending early morning class is too tough. When I was a sophomore, I couldn´t take one of my final tests because of sleeping! How embarrassing it is! However, still I am a heavy sleeper.”

     Goeun Choi (24years old, woman, university student)

     “I am a sort of good planner, but I usually fail to catch a goal especially about exercising. Whenever I sign up a fitness center to get in a good shape, I pledge myself to go there regularly. Despite of my promise, I don’t do what I planned before and I do the same thing over and over again.”

Just like both of my friends, most of you definitely have similar experiences; otherwise how perfect you are! However, you have different problems, such as putting off your assignments, canceling your travel, and giving up saving money. 

Now you are wondering how this is related with Benjamin Franklin. Of course you know who Benjamin Franklin is. I know you are smart, but there is other stuff that you might not know.

Benjamin Franklin was not only one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was a leading writer, publisher, inventor, diplomat, scientist, and philosopher.
 As Benjamin Franklin commented, “Never leave that till tomorrow which you can do today,” he is also known as a master of diligence.

A few days ago, I met another master of diligence at our school. Gwang-young Huh is a lecturer for SCOUT which is one of the big and famous job portal sites in Korea. On May 14, 2009, he came to the C.U.K. to help us get a job. At that time, I found that he was ‑​

fascinated in making plans. Therefore, I interviewed him for our bright and smart students. Here are some of his helpful tips to make you become a better planner.

     Mr. Huh told me that his first secret of success was choosing a model you want to be. For example, his role model is his friend’s father, so Gwang-young sometimes visits him and talks with him. Talking with your role model is helpful to obtain confidence about your goal. 

If you were an unsteady planner like Goeun, why don’t you make long-term plans and share your dreams with people who have the same dream as yours? Gwang-young further told me that most of unsteady planners have short term plans, and that’s why they easily fail to achieve goals. He added, “If people have long-term plans related with their goals, they think more about the effects of their own goals, and this can make people focus more on their goals.” Sharing also can have a positive effect for achieving your goals. There is synergy among people having the same goals. To realize your dreams, sharing what you think and prepare for dreams can be great synergy.

According to Gwang-young, “Study everything about your goals; whenever, wherever, and however.” During the interview, I could see Gwang young’s passion and enthusiasm about his dream. I was especially surprised at his long term plan: He already made his plan until his 60s even though he is in his mid- thirties. These plans are not written in stone.  Whenever he found something changeable part of his plans, he changes it. “I wanted this yacht, but it was sold out and then I found another gorgeous model instead of this one,” as Gwang-young said, you should study about your interests and goals to accomplish them.

After this interview, I started making long-term plans as Gwang-young advised. To be ‑​

honest, it’s difficult and takes a lot of work, however it’s getting easy and clear. After finishing my first draft, I’m going to see him and ask to check over my plan. If you want to see and ask something about your future goals to him, go to the Career Development Department of C.U.K. after making appointment with him. It’ll help you have much clearer goals than you have now.

There is a Korean saying, “Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.” Here we have a chance to change ourselves and become more like Benjamin Franklin. Please don’t waste your precious time and youth. You have sufficient qualifications for being successful person. 
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