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Imagine that you and your sibling share the same room. Your sibling usually messes up the room. Can you stand it? Your sibling often borrows your clothes without your permission. Can you stand it? Your sibling always snores at night. Can you endure it? And can you tell him/her directly in each situation? I'm not sure about your answers to former questions, but I'm sure most of you can answer "Yes" to the last question. However, what if that subject is different person, NOT your family member?
It might depend on one’s personality, but I think most of you would hesitate to tell him/her. Why? Although he/she is your “roommate,” you do not think he/she is the person that you can tell with comfort. You might be afraid of situations like this:
<I lived with 3 students in the same room. During first week, we had no problems. We got to know one another and get along quite well. However, it was the next week that the problem started. I could smell something stinky whenever I came back to our room. None of us told about that, so I thought no one but I could smell stinky. A few days later, one of my roommates broke the ice about that problem to me. After a cautious search, we found the source of that smell: another roommate didn’t wash her feet after she came back! We hesitated first, but we couldn’t stand it anymore and told her about her problem. However, she denied her problem and she even blustered herself into anger! That small problem developed into a big fight, and we don’t make contact each other until now. > --I will separate this story by using a frame.
This is my friend’s story when I lived in a dormitory in high school. 

According to my survey of 50 students of our school, 60% of students have ever come into conflict with roommates. The top reason of conflicts was “time,” like returning home time, waking up time or going to sleep time. Among them, 53.4% of students said that they talked about the problem directly, and 40% said they just endured it on their own. Surprisingly, more students didn’t hesitate to open their mind to their roommates! Maybe following story might help you think differently than before. This is from one of the interviewees who live in a one-room apartment with a roommate. 

<I have lived with a man who is 3 years older than I. At first, we also found some problems, but we thought we had to solve problems earlier by speaking frankly. That method was great! We got to know our own problems and correct them. I also learn many things from him. Different life styles can be uncomfortable each other, but I can find lots of things to learn from them!> --I will separate this story by using a frame too.
Back to the survey, I asked students how they think about living with roommates. 54% of them answered it to be positive, 34% to be so-so, and only 12% said it to be negative. Not being lonely and compromising and considering each other were the main merits of living with roommates. 
 As I have lived for five years with others since high school days, I have many experiences with roommates including similar situations above. I once heard my problems which I couldn’t accept, had difficulty in getting along with one roommate due to different personalities, and I even had a big fight and didn’t talk with one for a few days. Yes, there can be some difficulties in living with other people. 

However, if you get to live in a dormitory, you should live with roommates. Even if you get to live in a one-room apartment (and if you know the present economic situation well), you should live with roommate, not alone! If you are placed in living with roommate anyhow, there are no reasons to live with each other uncomfortably, don’t you think so? 

Now, you might wonder the way you can get along with roommates well. As one who has lived for five years with roommates, I want to suggest some tips for living with roommate using English proverbs.  
 1. “Ignorance is bliss.” 
No matter how curious you are, respect each one’s privacy.
2. “Honest is the best Policy.” 
Lies make distrust, be honest to each other.
 3. “Every man to his taste.” 
You should understand each one’s difference.
4. “Even reckoning makes lasting friends.” 
Don’t make money matters each other.
5. “A trouble shared is a trouble halved” 
     What are roommates for? You are not alone! 
Finally, I want to consider the word, “roommate.” The dictionary defines “a person who shares a room, apartment, or house with someone else” (referred to Merriam Webster’s Dictionary). It sounds too superficial, isn’t it? How about my definition? “A person who shares a room together, lives with comfort by taking care of each other like a FAMILY.” 









