Media English Final Exam – Spring 2009

Prof. Sellar 
Part 1: Media and Culture, Law, & Power

1. Imagine that you are a member of the Korean media censorship agency. Would you apply the current censorship rules strictly, or change the rules? Why or why not?


2. What do you think is the real goal of most indie bands? Do you think they use the indie music culture as a way of becoming a "mainstream" star, or do you think they are happy to remain an indie band. Include a couple of examples from Korean indie music. 


3. In the recent case of Minerva, the Korean government arrested and tried a citizen of Korea for posting about the economy and criticizing the government's handling of it. Was this a proper or "right" response from government to criticism?


4. The song "Cheap Coffee" by Jang Gi-ha wa Eolgldeul (Jang Gi-ha and the Faces) recently became very popular during a time of relative economic difficulty and anxiety in Korea. Do you think there is a connection between the song's popularity and the economic situation? In general, how much do you think economics and politics affect what media becomes popular? 

5. Is the real name system of identification now in use on the Korean internet good for the Korean public? Why or why not? And is the real name system good for the goverment? Why or why not?


6. Does censorship affect people's thinking? If so, how, and if not, why not? Choose several examples from Korean media history in your explanation. 

Part 2: Media As Business and as Object

1. If CDs and mp3s cost the same amount of money, would you prefer to buy CDs or mp3s? Why?


2. Lots of people talk about "indie" culture without clearly explaining what it means. Choose several examples of "independent" media for one medium (books, music, movies, etc.) in Korea, and define and describe what makes it "indie." (All examples should be from the same medium.)


3. In general, most people know that downloading copyrighted media files from the internet is illegal. However, it is a common activity and most people don't feel it is morally or ethically wrong. Why do you think this is the case. 


4. How does the internet affect "indie" (independent) culture? (For your examples, choose one medium, such as independent music or film.)

5. Although Cyworld is still popular and the leading homepage service provider in Korea, it is less popular than it was four or five years ago. If you were running the Cyworld company, what would you do to make Cyworld more popular and increase its profits? 

6. The compact disc (CD) essentially replaced the cassette tape and LP and other musical media from the past. Now, digital music files such as mp3s have been begun to replace the CD. Do you think that the CD as a medium survive? If so, can the music industry change to make the CD more likely to survive in the future?  


7. Digital media certainly has transformed our relationship with media. Do you think that digital forms of older media (like MP3 music albums, or digital files of movies) will kill or save the popular culture industry? Why do you think so? 

Part 3: Overview

Part 3 of the exam will be a surprise. 
