
Grading	Rubric—Academic	English,	Fall	2019	
	
Student	Name:	__________________________					Course	Number/Section	____________________	
	
Criterion	or	
Skill	

Ranking:	
Excellent	 Good	 Fair	 Poor	

Strategic	
Competency	

Very comfortably 
discussed the topic, 
using topic-specific 
vocabulary easily.  

Could speak 
reasonably well about 
the topic. Used some 
topic-specific 
vocabulary. 

Could only speak 
generally about the 
topic. Awkward/ 
incorrect use of topic 
vocabulary. 

Struggled to discuss 
topic. No use of topic 
vocabulary. 

Listening	
Comprehension	 Comfortably 

understood everything 
others said. 

Seemed to understand 
most of what was said 
by others. Occasional 
difficulty.  

Seemed to follow the 
general outline of 
others comments, but 
did not seem to 
understand 
everything.  

Struggled to follow 
what others were 
saying.  

Conversational	
Flow	

Very natural flow to 
the conversation.  
Few unnecessary 
pauses. Helped 
partner keep 
conversation going.  

Reasonably flowing 
conversation. Subject 
was fairly consistent, 
and student kept the 
conversation going.  

Slightly awkward 
conversation: some 
awkward pauses and 
unpredictable topic 
changes.  

Very awkward 
conversation. Long, 
awkward pauses; 
failed to maintain 
focus on topic.  

Asking	
Questions	

Asked compelling/ 
interesting follow-
up/clarification 
questions in a very 
natural, encouraging 
manner.  

Asked reasonably 
interesting follow-
up/clarification 
questions in a natural, 
encouraging manner. 

Though awkward, 
attempted to ask 
follow-up/clarification 
questions.  

Did not ask follow-up 
or clarification 
questions.   

Answering	
Questions	

Student answered 
others’ questions 
naturally with full, 
interesting  sentences.  

Student answered 
questions reasonably 
well, mostly with full 
sentences..  

Student used a mix of 
full sentences and 
short answers, which 
were occasionally 
difficult to follow.  

Student answered 
questions minimally 
and inadequately, 
often with one-word 
answers. 

Clarity	
Student was very 
understandable, and 
successfully ensured 
his or her partner 
understood everything 
she or he said.  

Student was 
reasonably 
understandable, and 
checked partner’s 
understanding 
reasonably well with 
comprehension 
checks. 

Student was a little 
difficult to understand, 
but seemed to be 
making an effort to be 
understandable. 

Student was very 
difficult to understand, 
and/or made little 
effort to be clear and 
understandable. 

Interest	 Conversation was 
very natural, 
engaging, and 
authentic. It was a 
great exchange of 
ideas.  

Conversation was 
reasonably natural and 
interesting. It was a 
fine conversation. 

Conversation felt a 
little scripted, but parts 
of it were reasonably 
interesting and 
engaging. It was a 
passable 
conversation.  

Conversation felt 
scripted, and was 
boring to listen to. 
Speech was stiff and 
unnatural. It didn’t feel 
like a real 
conversation. 

	
Conversation	Partners:			
	


